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ABSTRACT 
DOPEIA WAS A HUMOR AND SATIRE OF SCIENCE PUBLICATION PRODUCED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ICHTHYOLOGISTS AND HERPETOLOGISTS FOR ABOUT A 50 YEAR PERIOD, 
1940-1990. CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDED ‘SCHOLARLY” WORKS SUCH AS “CHARLES ‘D’TUNA” 
(1990) WRITING ABOUT A NEW SPECIES OF FISH FROM CHARLESTON HARBOR, SOUTH CAROLINA 
(THE “FISH” IS ACTUALLY A FISHING LURE SHAPED LIKE A FISH) AND IMA BIG SNOOP (1966) “THE 
SEX-LIFE OF THE SOFT-LIPPED GOURAMI.” OTHER FEATURES INCLUDED CARTOONS, POETRY, 
MINUTES OF MEETINGS, KEYS, AND TABLES OF CONTENTS WITH TITLES OF ARTICLES NOWHERE TO 
BE FOUND IN THE ISSUE IN HAND. GUNTER LIBRARY IS HOME TO 17 ISSUES OF THIS CLASSIC 
HUMOR WORK WHICH SHOWS AN IRREVERENT AND NOT-SO-SERIOUS SIDE OF SCIENCE. 
 
DOPEIA: A SATIRE/PARODY OF COPEIA 
AND SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING 
• PUBLISHED BY “AMERICAN SOCIETY OF FISH PREVARICATORS AND REPTILE 
FABRICATORS’ (1940) 
• DISTRIBUTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING (1980) OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 
ICHTHYOLOGISTS AND HERPETOLOGISTS (ASIH) 
• CLAIMED AS AN “UNOFFICIAL (AUDACIOUS) PUBLICATION OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF ICHTHYOLOGISTS AND HERPETOLOGISTS” (1990’S) 
• COPEIA WAS FOUNDED DECEMBER 27, 1913, BY JOHN TREADWWELL NICHOLS AND 
BECAME AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FOR ASIH BY PUBLISHING TITLES & ABSTRACTS 
FOR MEETINGS 1917-1924 
• DOPEIA WAS AN IRREVERENT, FUN-HOUSE MIRROR IMAGE OF COPEIA 
 
DOPEIA MADE LIGHT OF CONVENTIONS IN 
SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING 
NUMBERING ISSUES MOCKED OTHER JOURNALS 
 
DOPEIA HAD SOME INTERESTING COVER ART 
DOPEIA SOMETIMES LOOKED LIKE COPEIA 
American Society of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists 
DOPEIA PLAYED WITH THE TABLE OF CONTENTS  
No issue 
had more 
than 24 
pages None of 
these 
articles 
appeared in 
this issue 
From Dopeia 1963,  no thanks 
DOPEIA SCHOLARLY ARTICLES MADE NEW 
SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES 
Dopeia no. 1, 1990 
DOPEIA HAD FEATURES AND “OFFICIAL RULINGS” 
Dopeia 
1992 
Dopeia 
1966 
DOPEIA HAD PHOTOS AND “CHEESECAKE” 
All from Dopeia #007, June, 1966) 
DOPEIA HAD A SPECIAL POETRY ISSUE 
DOPEIA PUBLISHED SATIRE BY LEADING SCIENTISTS 
DOPEIA WAS A PREDECESSOR TO OTHER HUMOR IN 
SCIENCE JOURNALS 
Started in 
1955, The 
Journal of  
Irreproducible  
Results is still 
published 
today.  
http://www.jir.com 
AND ANNALS OF IMPROBABLE RESEARCH 
 
Who We Are 
Staff: Our staff is tiny: Editor and Co-Founder Marc 
Abrahams, European Bureau Chief Kees Moeliker, General 
Manager David Kessler, and a few other improbable 
individuals. Mostly, Improbable Research is a vast, happy, 
open collaboration of many volunteers (scientists, 
journalists, teachers, students, and all sorts of other 
people) in many countries). 
. (We are also the very same people who from 1955-1994 
founded and edited the Journal of  Irreproducible Results. In 
1994, when the Journal's publisher decided to abandon 
the magazine, we decided to abandon that publisher. 
Unable to get use of the old name, we started a brand new 
publication — the Annals of  Improbable Research. And yes, 
we are AIRheads.) 
THANK YOU!  
WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
QUESTIONS? 
• YES, THERE IS A BIBLIOGRAPHY…I’M A LIBRARIAN PRESENTING TO OTHER 
LIBRARIANS! OF COURSE, THERE IS A HANDOUT AND IT’S A BIBLIOGRAPHY!  
AND YOU WANT A COPY OF IT.  
 
• ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: MY THANKS TO MARTHA BROWN AND MARYANNE 
ANTHONY WHO DID THE SCANNING AND PROVIDED MUCH 
ENCOURAGEMENT  TO ME TO LEAVE FOR MADISON ASAP, TAKE EXTRA 
DAYS OFF, AND BASICALLY LEAVE THEM ALONE. 
From Dopeia, vol. 1, no 1, last 1 (1981) 
